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BEING REPEATED TO YOU. QUOTE 
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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, IN 

SUBJECT: MADRAS PRESS REPORTS JAYAKODY CHARGE OF DMK-FP CONTACTS 

1 . HINDU FEBRUARY 27 REPORTS COLOMBO PRESS CONFERENCE STATEMENT 
BY DEPUTY MEA MINISTER LAKSHMAN JAYAKODY THAT "THEIR SUSPICION 
THAT SOUTH INDIAN DMK LEADERS HAD CLOSE CONTACTS WITH FEDERAL 
PARTY LEADERS OF SRI LANKA HAD BEEN CONFIRMED BEYOND DOUBT 

BY THE STATEMENT MADE BY THE PRIME MINISTER MRS. INDIRA GANDHI 
WHEN SHE ADDRESSED A MASS MEETING AT MADRAS." THE BRIEFER 
STORY IN THE INDIAN EXPRESS, WITH K. NADARAJAH'S BYLINE. TAKES 
A DIFFERENT TACK BY SAYING THAT "SOME TAMIL FEDERAL PARTY 
LEADERS IN SRI LANKA HAVE HAD CONNECTIONS AND CONSULTATIONS 
WITH FORMER TAMIL NADU CHIEF MINISTER KARUNANIDHI AND OTHER DMK 
LEADERS," ACCORDING TO JAYAKODY. JAYOKODY IS ALSO REPORTED AS 
CHARGING THAT SOME CHILDREN OF LEADING TAMIL FEDERAL PARTY 
MEMBERS WERE NOW IN INDIA AND TAKING PART IN ACTIVITIES DETRIM- 
ENTAL TO SRI LANKA. THEY WERE CARRYING ON PROPAGANDA AGAINST THE 
SRI LANKA GOVERNMENT, HE SAID. 

2. WE FIND VERY LITTLE IN MRS. GANDHI S REMARKS IN MADRAS TO 
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SUPPORT THE HINDU VERSION OF JAYAKODY'S STATEMENT. AS FAR AS 
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WE CAN DETERMINE, MRS. GANDHI'S ONLY PUBLIC REFERENCE TO THIS 
SUBJECT WAS THE FOLLOWING: "SINCE I HAVE SPOKEN OF THEIR LEADER 
ANNADURAI, I WOULD LIKE TO SAY ONE MORE THING ABOUT HIM. SOME 
OF THE DMK PEOPLE WERE MAKING IRRESPONSIBLE REMARKS ABOUT OUR 
FRIENDLY NEIGHBOR SRI LANKA. BUT AFTER I EXPLAINED THE COMPLIC- 
ATIONS TO MR. ANNADURAI HE UNDERSTOOD IT AND FROM THEN ON THE 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN HIM AND SRI LANKA WERE GOOD." 

3. SRI LANKA DEPUTY HIGH COMMISSIONER KODIKARA TOLD ME THIS 
AFTERNOON HE ALSO FINDS NOTHING IN MRS. GANDHI'S REMARKS IN 
MADRAS TO SUPPORT THE HINDU VERSION OF THE STORY. KODIKARA SAYS 
JAYAKODY BELIEVES THAT THERE HAVE BEEN CONNECTIONS BETWEEN 
THE FEDERAL PARTY AND THE DMK AND THAT THE DMK HAS BEEN PROTECTING 
SOME FEDERAL PARTY POLITICIANS. JAYAKODY REPEATED WHAT HE HAD 
TOLD ME EARLIER, I.E., THAT THERE HAVE BEEN PEOPLE WHO HAVE 
BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR CRIMINAL ACTS IN CEYLON WHO HAVE BEEN GIVEN 
SHELTER IN TAMIL NDAU, BUT HE REPEATED HIS OWN BELIEF THAT THIS 
PROTECTION HAS NOT COME FROM REGULAR DMK CADRES BUT FROM 
PEOPLE ON THE PERIPHERY (MADRAS 382). HE SAID HE DID NOT KNOW 
WHO SPECIFICALLY THE "CHILDREN OF LEADING TAMIL FEDERAL PARTY 
MEMBERS" REFERRED TO BY JAYAKODY WERE. 
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